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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD REGULAR MEETING of the Board of Trustees 

of the Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, April 5, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Frank J. DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York and 

via video conference. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina Picinich  

     Trustee Peter Grunthal 

     Trustee Karen B. Schleimer 

Trustee David Squirrell 

 

 Also Present:  Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

Robert Wheeling, Village Treasurer 

 
Absent:   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus 

 

 

Mayor Picinich opened the Village Board Meeting and asked everyone to 

rise for the pledge of allegiance.  Mayor Picinich asked everyone to keep in 

mind the Markus family and offered condolences to them.  She continued on 

to say that she wanted to spend some time talking about a truly 

extraordinary person who has done so much for our community that we lost 

just recently.  Jim Gmelin passed away the last week in March. 

Trustee Grunthal began by saying Jim was highly active in our 

community for the more than 20 years he has known him, both intellectually 

and physically.  He served on the Conservation Advisory Council, and during 

this time he was instrumental in constructing the Village’s Natural Resource 

Inventory (NRI), now a primary resource to the Village and the Planning 

Board.  To accomplish this, he initiated this with the Village Board, found an 

environmentalist to write the inventory, and led several walks through every 

part of the Village and its green spaces, leading the environmentalist, the 

Director of Westmoreland Sanctuary, and many Mount Kisco residents.  The 

NRI has been recognized in New York State as exemplary.  He was 

responsible for the planting of countless trees in the Village, by seeking 

advice from environmental organizations, sourcing the trees, and personally 

supervising their placement.  He was out every Earth Day and Arbor Day.  

He served for several years on the Tree Preservation Board, first as a 

member, then as Chairman.  During these years he made countless visits to 

the residences of applicants seeking tree removal.  In many cases he 

granted permission, and in many cases he did not, often calling for the 

services of a professional arborist.  He relentlessly advocated “no-mow” 

zones along Village streams and ponds, putting up environmental signs 

himself, and constantly talking with the Village Manager to have the 

Highway Department learn the correct way to mow in these areas.  Jim has 

been a member of the Byram Lake Committee for several years, more 

recently serving as its Chairman.  He monitored the annual reports from the 

Village consultants, and advocated lake preservation measures to the Village 

Board.  He advocated for the professional sampling of the fish population in 

the lake, and encouraged the Village Board to repopulate the lake with 

appropriate young fish.  Since that time the lake has returned to what the 

consultants call “generally stable” and “one stage below a most pristine … 
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water body.”  Jim bears a large part of the responsibility for this remarkable 

achievement.  He was an avid supporter of the Marsh Sanctuary Community 

Vegetable Gardens, physically assisting every spring in the preparation of 

the property, despite his own vulnerable shoulder and hip.  Jim was one of 

the initiators of the Village Food Scrap Recycling program, visiting the 

Scarsdale project on two occasions, advocating for the project with the 

Village Board, and on several occasions physically attending to promotional 

tables reaching out to the community outside of grocery stores and 

supermarkets.  He was briefly a member of the Marsh Sanctuary Board, and 

during that time he personally plotted invasive species along several major 

trails using GPS technology for the planned removal of those plants.  He 

served as a docent at the New York Botanical Gardens, taking visitors on 

tours through the Forest Section on a regular basis, and cataloging the 

progress of certain trees through their seasonal cycles.  While not part of his 

direct contribution to Mount Kisco, this activity increased the knowledge of 

trees and forestry experience that he brought to our Village.  As a member 

of the Historical Society, he was one of the Trail Team members who 

physically prepared the historic trails that run through Mount Kisco, and 

personally worked regularly with the team that maintained and cleaned up 

the trails.  This was done on a regular basis through the past several years. 

He made presentations to the Village Board fairly regularly to encourage the 

planting and nurturing of trees in the Village.  He is highly respected and his 

influence was profound.  He always enjoyed his company, he was a fine 

man, and I am very sorry that we lost him.   

Mayor Picinich stated that for those residents that think they may not 

know Jim Gmelin, they have probably seen him because he was walking 

around the Village daily, as if he took an inventory of the trees around the 

Village.  She went on to say that what she appreciated the most about Jim 

was his passion, not just for the environment, but for trees specifically was 

infectious.  He was so generous in sharing his knowledge without ever being 

pedantic, he was just gracious and good and always found the necessary 

balance in order to achieve what needed to be achieved.  She appreciated 

his guidance and he will be very much missed in the Village.  

 

 

April 5, 2021 

6:45pm- Interview- Planning Board  

7pm Regular Meeting 

 

Public Hearing- Proposed Budget 2021-2022 

Call in# 646-558-8656 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307 

Zoom ID# 539 179 1307 

 

 Mayor Picinich began by saying that there were some changes on the agenda this 

evening.  She wanted to advise residents that the two potential motions that deal with 

Kirby Commons will be tabled this evening due to the entire Board not being present.  

She advised any residents that would like to make public comment on that topic may 

join us at the end of the meeting as we always have time for public comment at the end 

of the meeting.  

 

 Mayor Picinich did say that this meeting was going to begin with a public hearing 

in regards to the proposed budget for fiscal year 2021-2022.  This gives the community 

the opportunity to speak on how we spend tax dollars.  She opened up the floor to 

anyone who wanted to make any comments on the budget specifically.  She went on to 

say that the budget presentation was made by our Village Manager and Village Treasurer 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307
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at our last meeting.   

 

 Jean Farber began by saying that this was the first time in 10 years that she did 

not read line by line what is covered in the budget, but wanted to ask, in recent local 

papers she has seen stories about stimulus payments to counties and municipalities and 

wonders if there is a windfall that the Federal government has given the County and 

municipalities and is wondering if this money can be applied to alleviate the burden of 

our taxes.  She knows that the taxes aren’t going to be raised a lot this year, but if this 

could offset some of it, it would be quite helpful.  

 

 Mayor Picinich began by saying that Mount Kisco is expected to receive 

approximately $1.1 million as part of the American Rescue Plan (ARP); that is to come in 

in two separate payments across two years.  There are specific things that it can be used 

for and it actually says that it cannot be used to reduce the tax burden.  There are very 

specific places where it can be used and we have not received all the criteria that 

surrounds these payments yet.  

 

 Mr. Brancati began by saying that as the Mayor pointed out, the figure is accurate 

and it is two separate payments; one payment this year and one payment 12 months 

after the first payment.  As the Mayor pointed out, while it cannot be used to reduce the 

tax burden, it will certainly help Village taxpayers.  Some things that are eligible include 

infrastructure projects, particularly water and sewer infrastructure projects of which we 

certainly have plenty.  It allows you to account for lost revenue or expenses you incurred 

as a result of the pandemic.  So things that we didn’t necessarily anticipate or revenue 

that we have lost as a result of the pandemic, it allows us to mitigate those impacts 

which helps us keep the budget and the finances of the Village stable.  This stability 

negates the need to go for some larger tax increase that we certainly don’t want to do.  

Indirectly, it helps reduce the burden to tax payers.  

 

 Mayor Picinich asked if there was anyone who wanted to make comment on this 

public hearing and suggested that the meeting be kept open until the end of the 

meeting.  

 

1) Communications: 

 

a. Arts Council Summer Concert Series 

 

Members of the Arts Council joined the meeting.  Daniel Blake began by saying 

that he was excited to bring in music to Mount Kisco.  They are trying to branch out and 

hope to offer a kids specific concert, music from different parts of the world, and other 

great diverse offerings.   

 

Lisa Abzun began by saying that the Arts Council is very excited and grateful that 

the Village is so supportive of their work.  They would like to bring some performance 

pieces out this summer and really bring the arts back to Mount Kisco.  She also stated 

that the Arts Council would make sure that all social distancing protocols are being 

followed and that all performers would be using masks unless they were vocalists or 

musicians who need their mouths to perform.  

  

A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Trustee Squirrell 

to approve the Arts Council Summer Concert Series; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 
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b. Chamber of Commerce – Mutt Mile/Septemberfest 

  

Members of the Chamber of Commerce joined the meeting.  Co-Executive 

Director Loretta Brooks began by giving the Board some additional information on the 

Mutt Mile.  This would be a fun, no cost, activity that would invite pet owners to walk the 

loop with their pet in the downtown area.  They would encourage store owners to have 

water and treats for the pets for the time frame proposed and would be a great way for 

families to get out together.   

 

A motion was made by Trustee Squirrell and was seconded by Trustee Grunthal 

to approve the Chamber of Commerce’s request to hold a Mutt Mile on Saturday, May 

22, 2021; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

Mayor Picinich began by saying that the larger component of this request is 

Septemberfest as it was sales days, a carnival, and food components.  Co-Executive 

Director Beth Vetare-Civitello replied that the Chamber of Commerce is hoping that 

South Moger would be able to handle the Street Fair with the street closed off, if CDC 

guidelines allow.  They are looking to hold music and the food component behind Village 

Hall.  Right now, they want to be able to lock in the days and continue to work on 

logistics for the event as guidelines are released.  

 

A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Mayor Picinich to 

hold September 17-19, 2021 for Septemberfest pending more guidance from the State 

and County on events; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

2) Petitions: None. 

 

3) Board Committee and Commission Reports: 

 

4) Village Manager’s Reports: 

 

a. Project Hope 

 

Mr. Brancati began by saying that Family Services of Westchester wanted to 

share information on Project Hope.  Project Hope is a FEMA funded program that is 

providing emotional support and crisis counseling supportive services to individuals and 

communities effected by Covid-19 in the State of New York.  Family Services of 

Westchester is acting as a provider and has an emotional support hotline that anyone 

can call to help be connected to any resources they may need or if they just want to talk 

to someone about what they are going through.  This service is completely free, 

anonymous, and confidential; no information is collected.  They can be reached, Monday 

– Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., at (914) 708-6401.    
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b. Mobile Shredder Announcement 

Mr. Brancati advised residents that the mobile shredder will be coming to Mount 

Kisco’s Fox Senior Center on Tuesday, May 11, 2021 from 10:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.  

Residents are required to stay in their vehicles.  Staff will attend to you; this is for your 

safety and theirs.  Please no walk-ups.   

c. Appreciation 

Mr. Brancati read the following: 

  

 
 

 
 

 Mr. Brancati also offered his condolences to the Gmelin family.  He went on to say 

he enjoyed working with Jim from the time he started working for the Village until his 

passing.  He was always generous with his time and talents and he will certainly miss his 

knowledge, wisdom, and insight here in the Village.   

 

5) Board Reports: 

 

Trustee Grunthal did not have a report at this time.  

 

Trustee Squirrell began by thanking those individuals who have reached out to 

him in regards to the Kirby Commons project on both sides.  This is a momentous 

decision that all of us have to make and appreciates the people who took the time to 

offer their opinions.  

 

Trustee Schleimer began by acknowledging that she personally knows several 

individuals who are suffering from COVID-19; several of those people are hospitalized 

and on oxygen, so do not think that we are out of the woods just yet.  This is serious, 

this is far from over, and she wanted to let people know that her thoughts were with 

them and she hopes for a prompt recovery for all.  Please keep careful.  Trustee 

Schleimer continued on to say that the deadline for the Arbor Day kid’s tree art project 

has been extended until April 15th and is open for all students under the age of 18 in the 

Bedford Central School District.  Selected entries will receive a certificate from Mayor 

Picinich at the Arbor Day celebration in Leonard Park.  This is a great celebration of trees 

and the kids come up with amazing ideas on how to celebrate those trees with their art.  
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She continued on to say that this week is National Library Week with the theme of 

Welcome to your Library.  It promotes the idea that the library extends far beyond their 

four walls and that everyone is welcome to use their services.  We are fortunate that our 

library is now open on Sundays and during the pandemic have been able to access 

services online and still have access to our library in town.  Support your local library!   

 

Mayor Picinich began by saying that the Village is celebrating Earth Day on April 

24th in Fountain Park at 11:00 a.m. with activities and information as well as some live 

music.  She wanted to thank John Rhodes and Shonan Rhodes who worked so hard on 

getting this together along with the Conservation Advisory Council.  Mayor Picinich 

continued on to say that there are currently 5,458 active cases in Westchester; the 

positivity rate is at 4% and in the Village we currently have 59 active cases.  She wanted 

residents to understand that in the last week that is 30 new cases.  We had been down 

to 19 and what we are finding is that it is not exclusive to one part of the Village; we are 

finding cases in single family homes and multi-family homes.  We are seeing that 

multiple people in a household are contracting the virus.  Even though residents are 

starting to get their vaccinations, we are not out of the woods yet and should maintain 

diligence on social distancing protocols and ensuring we continue to wear masks and 

wash our hands frequently.  Mayor Picinich gave information on where and how to get 

vaccine appointments to those who are eligible.  She also advised residents that there 

should be no out-of-pocket cost for these vaccinations although providers may look to 

insurance for reimbursement, there should be no upfront cost to anyone.   Mayor 

Picinich continued on to say that until herd immunity was reached, it was important to 

continue to maintain safety precautions to protect yourselves and others.  Mayor Picinich 

went on to advise residents that last week the State of New York passed legislation to 

legalize recreational use of cannabis.  This means that it will be legal to sell cannabis on 

a retail level, allows onsite consumption, and people will be allowed to grow cannabis.  

There are limits and restrictions on all of this and we have a decision to make on 

whether or not the Village will opt out of that or not.  Mayor Picinich also advised 

residents that a Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) was posted on the website in regards 

to Kirby Commons along with all other documents related to the project for anyone who 

wanted to take a look.  Mayor Picinich concluded by welcoming Forged Iron Golf, a new 

business in the Village, that is a virtual golf experience.   

 

6) Old Business: 

 

Mayor Picinich reminded the public that these conversations were being tabled at 

this time, but that the Board was interested in continuing to hear what residents had to 

say about the Kirby Commons project.  She welcomed written comment and made 

mention that prior to the vote at the April 19, 2021 meeting, the Board would hold a 

special public comment section to allow anyone to voice their opinions on the project.  

Mayor Picinich also wanted to reiterate that signing the agreement to lease is not the 

end of the project, it would be the next step to allow the project to continue on in the 

review process with the other Boards in the Village. 

 

a. Adopt Local Law 2021- 02 - Zoning Amendment- Development Bonus 

 

This item was tabled at this time.  

 

b. Authorize Village Manager to sign the agreement to lease with Kirby 

Commons 

 

This item was tabled at this time.  

 
 

7) New Business: 

 

a. Approve Village Board of Trustees Meetings July – December 2021 
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A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Trustee Squirrell 

to approve meeting dates as follows: 

 

Monday     July 12, 2021       7:00pm     Regular Meeting 

Monday    August 9, 2021        7:00pm     Regular Meeting 

Thursday      September 9, 2021        7:00pm       Regular Meeting 

Monday    September 20, 2021      7:00pm      Regular Meeting 

Monday    October 4, 2021      7:00pm       Regular Meeting 

Monday    October 18, 2021  7:00pm  Regular Meeting 

Monday    November 1, 2021  7:00pm  Regular Meeting 

Monday    November 15, 2021  7:00pm  Regular Meeting 

Monday    December 6, 2021  7:00pm  Annual Meeting 

 Monday    December 20, 2021  7:00 pm  Regular Meeting  

 

 All in favor: 
Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 
 

b. Public Hearing – IFCO – Monday, April 19th, 2021 

 

There was a discussion amongst the Board on the logistics of this hearing as it 

would be the first time the Board would hold something on behalf of the Fire 

Department.  Mr. Singleton advised that there is no financial burden held by the Village 

for this debt that the fire department wants to take on, but as the lead agency it is a 

formality to hold the hearing on their behalf.  

 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Mayor Picinich to 

hold a public hearing for the Independent Fire Company in regards to funding for a 

project on Monday, April 19, 2021; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

c. Executive Session 

 

A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer to 

enter into executive session to discuss a personnel matter; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

8) Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library, & Capital Project Funds 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Trustee Grunthal to 

pay the bills as submitted on April 1, 2021 for the months of February and March 2021 

as follows:  
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General Fund     $ 248,362.47 

Water Fund      $ 331,675.10 

Sewer Fund      $   72,310.78 

Library Fund     $   56,479.07 

Capital Fund     $ 194,895.54 

Trust Fund      $     3,078.00 

     TOTAL   $ 906,800.96 

 

 All in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

Trustee Schleimer questioned the following: Felipe Galindo, filming; ALS Service, 

quarterly payment for Westchester EMS for ALS services; All Makes Pump and Filter, 

filter plant repair for a different pump then the one just replaced; Capital Advisors LLC, 

bond anticipation note; Atlantic Test Inspection Services, testing as part of the capital 

project in Village Hall; ELQ Industries, release of retainer for last year’s paving contract; 

Image Data, Inc., scanning of records.  

 

9) Minutes: 

 

a. VB Regular Meeting – 2.18.2021 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer 

to accept the meeting minutes for February 18, 2021 as submitted; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

 

10) Non-Local Business: – None. 

 

11) Public Comment: - Call in# 646-558-8656 

Join Zoom Meeting 

Zoom ID# 539 179 1307 

 

A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Trustee Grunthal to 

close the public hearing on the proposed budget for fiscal year 2021-2022 leaving it 

open 10 days for written comment; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 
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There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed 

the meeting at 8:40 pm.  

 

_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 

/lh 


